
So Long,  Big Papi 
By Elizabeth Hunt Brockway 
 
Come next October, the New York Yankees will have to bid farewell to one of the most 
pivotal players in their recent team history. 
 
Only, he doesn’t don pinstripes. He wears red socks instead. 
 
David Ortiz, 40, announced via Twitter last month that next season will be his last as a 
professional baseball player. Big Papi, as he’s commonly known, will end his prolific 14-year 
career in Boston after three World Series titles, one World Series MVP Award and nine All-
Star appearances to name just a few of his major achievements with the Red Sox. 
 
He also hit a two-run homer off Mariano Rivera in the bottom of the 12th inning of the 
2004 ALCS to begin the epic reverse sweep of the Yankees that still leaves many New 
Yorkers cringing. 
 
“He’s the ultimate Yankee killer,” said Joe Castiglione, who has been the radio voice of the 
Red Sox for more than 30 years. And since joining Boston as a free agent in 2003, Big Papi 
has often acted as just that. 
 
“I won’t miss him at all,” said Raj Madan, 47, a lawyer, father of three young Yankees fans 
and a sworn enemy of Red Sox Nation, an inheritance he received from his father. “I don’t 
know how he does it, but he always manages to get a hit in these important situations.” 
 
Madan added: “I hate him.” 
 
New Yorkers cast Ortiz as their villain just as they christened Derek Jeter as The Captain. 
With the rivalry thriving over the past 15 years, the two power players became each other’s 
foils. Jeter represented the establishment – a clean-cut, great all-around player who never 
ruffled any feathers. 
 
“He was glorified as everything that is right about baseball,” said Eric Nadel, a Brooklynite 
by birth but an announcer for the Texas Rangers by profession. 
 
And Ortiz is the slugger. He’s a designated hitter—only appearing on the field four or five 
times a game. He has personality. He’s outspoken. He’s confident. He may have taken 
PEDs, although he denies knowingly taking any steroids. And, said Castiglione, “he loves 
being in the spotlight. And when he is, he’s great.” 
 
For the Red Sox, at least. For the Yankess, his clutch power is, to be put simply, the worst. 
Big Papi’s ability to terrorize New Yorkers is so great that a construction worker who was a 
Red Sox fan briefly buried an Ortiz jersey beneath the new Yankee Stadium in an attempt to 
bring a curse against the Yankees. It didn’t work. The Yankees won the Series the next 
season. 
 



But while Jeter faded toward the end of his reign in New York, Ortiz has remained 
dominant in Boston. He hit 37 home runs last season and during the 2013 World Series, he 
batted a ridiculous .688 with a 1.948 OPS. 
 
It’s stats like this that have left New York hating him. 
 
But one New Yorker who certainly holds no ill will toward his rival is the Captain himself. 
As Ortiz tweeted his retirement, he included with it a video he made for The Players’ Tribune, 
the website Jeter created post-retirement. 
 
And while no celebrations have been announced—and Ortiz himself has said he doesn’t 
desire a Jeter-esque goodbye—the 2016 baseball season promises to be the unofficial David 
Ortiz Farewell Tour. 
 
The two teams face off for the final time of the 2016 season at Yankee Stadium on 
September 29. Castiglione is confident the Yankees will fondly honor Ortiz “even though 
he’s broken your hearts a few times.” 
 
It will be sad to see him go. But maybe with Big Papi gone, we can finally get number 28. 
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